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and his nephew Abdullah. Ali founded the present sultanate of^Lower Aulaki in the eastern hinterland of Aden, and AbdulTah that of Upper Aulaki, while the refugees of Maan, by conquest and alliance, have become the most important tribal unit of the Aulaki confederation.
But to hark back to the house of Hamyar.
This dynasty held sway in Yamen, through varying vicissitudes, until 523 A.D. Placing the rule of Abd esh-Shems about B.C. 2150, we have some mention of the building of the Caaba by Abraham and Ishmael in B.C. 1880, and the respect shown by the kings of Yamen for that building. The Egyptian conquest of Yamen, commenced by Thotmes II. (1633-1600 B.C.) and completed by his famous son Thotmes III., is our next landmark. Under Queen Hatshepset of this family, a voyage of discovery was made to the mystic land of Punt, cthe land of spices,' which I identify with the Hadramaut valley and not with any region on the western side of the Red Sea. I admit that the Harnyar-ites had colonized Somaliland and East Africa to a limited extent, explored gold mines and no doubt created, or at least developed, the trade in aromatic gums. The expedition is related in Egyptian sculptured history on the walls of the temple of Der al-Bahari at Thebes.
Egypt's hold on Yamen left little mark and must have been brief, for a century later (B.C. 1497 to be exact) we hear of a bona-fide Hamyarite king building obelisks as boundary marks, and in B.C. 1150 of another such monarch returning from an expedition of conquest in Ethiopia.
Bilkis, the Biblical Queen of Sheba or Saba, is worthy